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Plastic bag regulation finalized

BY | FROM | 2008-05-1909:11

The final version of a regulation on the compulsory sale of plastic shopping bags at retail outlets

was released in Beijing on Friday.

The Commerce Ministry, National Development and Reform Commission and the State

Administration for Industry and Commerce jointly released the regulation.

From June 1, retailers could be fined up to 10,000 yuan ($1,400) for providing free plastic bags to

shoppers.

Under the new law, retailers will be free to set their own prices for the bags, as long as they are

above the cost price.

The plastic bags must also meet national quality standards.

Also, markets face fines of up to 20,000 yuan if they fail to buy bags from legally incorporated
producers, wholesalers or importers, or if they fail to obtain related certificates and record relevant
data.

It will not apply to plastic packaging for raw, prepackaged and cooked food.

The regulation is mainly aimed at protecting the environment, the three government bodies said.
So-called "white pollution" has become a growing concern for the government.

The campaign against the bags led to the closure of the country's largest plastic bag-maker, which

was based in Henan province, in mid-January. The factory previously had an annual output of
250,000 tons of bags, worth 2.2 billion yuan.(China Daily)
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Smartphone payment space packed with
competition

MCXand Square are competing with tens of
other alternative payment methods —such as
Google Wallet,Intuit, LevelUp and PayPal Here
— all wing to be the new

digital wallet
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Apps now key to small-business savings

Theater design consultant Joshua Allen doesn't
routinely travel the country with a laptop for work
anymore. The Apple iPad has become Allen's
go-to traveling companion. "Atfirst | was
hesitant," he says. Butthen, "M...
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In Apple’s Patent Case, Tech Shifts May
Follow

This week, nine jurors are expected to hunker
down in a federal courthouse here

to decide a case that could change how the
world’s smartphones and tablet

computers look and work
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