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SPC to standardize sentences for convictions - Fighting judicial corruption tops agenda
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The Supreme People’s Court of China(SPC) is introducing criminal sentencing standards under new - Steady efforts urged to promote judicial reform
guidelines that move authority away from individual judges, according to China's Legal Daily - China to ratify judicial cooperation treaties w ith
Tuesday foreign countries

- Judicial verdicts to be posted online
Gao Jinghong, a member of the SPC's judicial committee and presiding judge of the third criminal
tribunal, said the SPC is introducing a guideline to establish set penalties for criminal convictions
across the country.
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Gao said more than 120 courts had tried the new guidelines under a pilot program beginning June - Average salary increase of urban w orkers...
1. The new program seeks to standardize five criminal charges relating to traffic offenses, - Roads to leadership in China
intentional injury, theft and drugs. - China to publicize stimulus package deta...

"Lawsuits concerning these five criminal activities make up more than 95 percent of the country's
criminal cases," he said, adding that the guideline is intended to attain "just and balanced

sentencing.”

Q: Whatkind of law is there in place to protect
The SPC aimed to enlarge the scope of guideline to 15 charges, including rape, fraud, robbery, pandas?
blackmail, illegal detention, disrupting public service, white-collared crimes and mass violence, A: Inorder to putthe protection of giant
before the end of next year, he said. pandas and other wildlife under the law,

the Chinese government put the protection

Gao said currently the terms of sentencing before courts was not open and transparent, "leading to of rare animals and plants into the
a few unjust sentences involving money and relationships as well as damaging judicial authority and Constitution.
credibility."

"The sentencing terms at present are not quantified and some penalty extent is so broad that - Who's Who in China's Leadership

: : . : 2 - State Struct
different judges could hand out very different rulings," he said. ate Structure
- China's Political System

- China's Legislative System

- China's Judicial System

Gao said people's courts across the country should establish sentencing standards in line with the - Mapping out 11th Five-Year Guidelines
guideline based on the conditions of their own regions, as the economic and social development

was unbalanced among different parts of the country.

"The guideline is to ensure a unified enforcement of law."

Chinese Embassies
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He said procedures of measuring penalties should be efficient, independent and transparent.

"Prosecuting agents could offer sentencing suggestions during trial and prosecution and defense Committee of CPC

should fully voice opinions to ensure justice," Gao said. State Organs Work Commitiee of CPC
United Front Work Department, Central

(Xinhua News Agency August 12, 2009) Committee of CPC
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